70.   SOUTH AFRICA BRITISH INDIAN COMMITTEE
Mr. Ritch continues to write his weekly letters, though we do not
think there is need to publish them at present. Most of his news, since
we already know of it from cables, appears old. In his last letter,
however, he has inquired if the Committee is to be continued. We
reproduce below a portion of the letter:
At the meeting on Tuesday, the Committee discussed the
question of its future. Lord Ampthill was present. Others who
attended were Sir Muncherjee, Mr. T.J. Bennett1, Sir William
Wedderburn2, Dr. Thornton and Mr. [ J. H.] Polak3.
Lord Ampthill told the Committee that its work had only
just begun. Others were also of the view that it would be wrong
to wind up the Committee. You must have noticed how Lord
Ampthill still persists in his efforts. Some of the members are
so enthusiastic about the Committee's work that they want the
work continued at any cost. I have been asketi by the Committee
to ascertain your views in the matter. I need not tell the Association
anything about the members and the work they have been doing.
Everyone will admit that, once the Committee ceases to function,
it will be difficult to revive it. Again, I need not say anything
about the problems of the Transvaal and Natal which still await
solution. There was a communication from the Natal [Indian]
Congress about the harassment of Indians under the [Dealers']
Licenses Act. This is a question of great importance. If it is to
be taken up for agitation, the Indian community there, it is hoped,
will not mind the spending of some money.
In view of Mrs. Bitch's illness, it is necessary for me to stay
on here for at least a few months. She has had to be operated upon
a second time. She has been reduced to a state in which she has
to have two nurses to attend on her. In the circumstances, I am
unable to leave this place. If I can start my own practice here,
the Committee will have less to spend on my account. If, in
addition, I can have an office for myself, that will save the Com-
mittee rent. These are the lines along which I have been thinking.
1 Of Bennett Coleman & Co., publishers of The Times of India, and member
of the South Africa British Indian Committee
2 Member of the Bombay Civil Service;  became on retirement Member of
Parliament;   Chairman of British Committee of Indian National Congress,   1893;
President of the Congress, 1910.
3 Henry Polak's father who took a prominent part in the formation of the South
Africa British Indian Committee in London> of which he was also member; vide Vol. VL